
 

Dear Mr. Mills:

For each of the five previous annual Under the Umbrella Conferences presented by the
CPS Teachers Academy for Professional Development, we were fortunate to have had
excellent keynote speakers. But never had 1200 educators stood and cheered for a
speaker until you delivered the keynote at the Under the Umbrella Conference.

The conference evaluations overwhelmingly indicated that your message is one
that every educator should hear. We are enclosing a sampling of the comments taken
from the evaluation forms for your review.

On behalf of the CPS Teachers Academy for Professional Development and for all of
the Chicago public school teachers and administrators in attendance that day, thank you
for sharing your heartfelt, inspiring story with us.

Sincerely, 

Diane H. Zendejas
Director

Cc: Paul Vallas
Cozette M. Buckney, Ed.D.
John Frantz, Ed.D.
James Cowden 

125 South Clark Street
9th floor - Room 912
Chicago, Illinois 60603
773/553-2029
FAX 773/553-2031

Diane H. Zendejas
Director

Medill Professional Training Center
1326 West 14th Place - Room 215

Chicago, lilinois 60608
773/553-6050

FAX 773/553-6051

John J. Frantz, Ed.D.
Curriculum, Instruction and

Professional Development Officer

CPS Teachers Academy for Professional Development

Paul G. Vallas
Chief Executive Officer









Dear Jerry:

In the previous four years, we have brought in various national presenters who kicked
off our Opening Day and Conference Day activities for our teachers and administrators.
I can say, however that your heart warming, inspirational message was the BEST we have
seen in the Corning-Painted Post Area School District. To see close to 1000 staff
members give you a two-minute standing ovation at the conclusion
was all I needed to see to be able to determine if your message was delivered.

I have received many messages from teachers and administrators, which indicated over-
whelming support and thanks for brining you to Corning-Painted Post. 

To say your presentation was a hit is an understatement!

On behalf of the Corning-Painted Post Area School District, thank you for sharing your
very important message with us. It is one we will not forget!

Sincerely,

Michael K. Ginalski
Assistant Superintendent for Instruction

M KG/jas

Michael Ginalski

Assistant Superintendent for Instruction

Tel: (607) 936-3704. ext. 1004
Fax: (607)654-2747 

mginalski@cppmail.com



Dear Jerry:

Awesome!   Bravo!   Captivating!   Dynamic!

I feel the need to express my gratitude to you for the excellent presentation
yesterday. Teachers continue to come by my office and stop me when I'm out to
tell me how much they enjoyed the day. "The best speaker I've ever heard"
is the most common remark teachers make.

On behalf of the Athens Independent School District, I would like to commend
you for your outstanding contribution toward making our district have a
successful school year. You have changed hearts, minds, and definitely teaching
strategies.

Thanks for making such a difference in our lives!

Sincerely,

Jackie Cunningham
Director of Curriculum and Instruction
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Dear Jerry:

On behalf of the CACE In-Service Committee I would like to express our sincere ap-
preciation for the outstanding keynote presentation and follow up breakout session at
our fall workshop. In fact, outstanding may be an understatement. With nearly 40
years of experience in public education, I thought it was the best keynote that I
have ever attended. The evaluations of the other teachers and administrators who
attended are echoing the same positive sentiments.

Your life story, combined with anecdotes from your actual teaching experience pre-
sented with visuals and music, creates a unique and potentially life changing experi-
ence for educators. Don't Doubt the Dream gets at the real "stuff' in education that
needs to be done in order to assure success for all students. The follow-up session,
Creating Positive Outcomes For All Young People, received equally rave reviews from
the nearly 100 educators who attended the session.

Thank you so much for sharing your story and for traveling so far North to meet with
our teachers and administrators. I hope your visit to Maine was enjoyable and that you
return often.

Best Wishes

Dave Ouellette
Executive Director
Central Aroostook Council on Education



Dear Jerry:

I wanted to let you know how much your presentation in Grand Forks in August
helped us to get off to a good start.  As I told you at the time, your presentation suc-
ceeded beyond my wildest dreams!  You reached one group that I’ve been strug-
gling to get to make appropriate accommodations for 5 years. You inspired the
large group so much that we’ve had the best start to our school your we’ve ever
had! Most importantly to me, I’m seeing real change in the way teachers are work-
ing with kids, even a month later.  That kind of lasting change is so important, and so
rare.  I’ve even had parents call and say that this is a much better year for their child,
and I think that’s because you reached the hearts of teachers.

This work you’re doing is so valuable.  It must be hard for you to be away from
home so much, but we appreciate the sacrifice you and your family makes.  It really
does make a difference in the work of teachers and in the lives of kids.  Thank you so
much for coming to Grand Forks.  I hope we can do it again!

Sincerely,

Linda G. Jenkins
Director of Special Education



Dear Jerry,

Outstanding!

It was a tremendous pleasure to welcome you to our district in August. You brought
with you a message of inspiration and hope that touched the minds and hearts of
our teachers.

From time to time, teachers need to be reminded of the possibilities in their work.
You helped our teachers look beyond the immediate and into the messy middle of
the problems and opportunities that are present in teaching. You gave hope that
teachers can make a difference. Your presentation inspired our teachers, calling
them to excellence.

Thank you! The reaction of our teachers has been overwhelmingly positive. They
appreciated your words and your spirit. As one teacher said to me after your
presentation, “That’s the first time our teachers have given anyone a standing
ovation.”

We look forward to the next time that we welcome you back to our district.

Sincerely,

Steve M. Matthews
Director of Curriculum
And Staff Development



Dear Jerry:

You were DYNAMIC this morning at the Tuscola Intermediate School District. Several em-
ployees, from clerical staff to bus drivers to custodians, support staff, and teachers made
comments to me afterwards that this was by far one of the best presentations we have had
here at Tuscola ISD!

Your message, "Don't Doubt the Dream" touched every employee group! I know they are
energized for the school year and are ready to work with EVERY student in their class-
rooms, or on their busses, or in their charge for extra help.

The songs you use in your presentation are very touching. Many told me they had tears in
their eyes at the end. That includes me when you sang "Don't Doubt the Dream." Your mes-
sage conveys that no matter what our circumstances, we can keep our dreams alive for our-
selves and for the precious students we work with every day; I should also add the precious
co-workers we share time with on a daily basis!

Keep up your wonderful work, Jerry, and spread your messages as far and wide as you can
everyday! You present a very worthy program.

Sincerely,

Carol L. Socha
Superintendent





Dear Jerry,

On behalf of the entire staff of the Henderson County School district, I would
like thank you for the outstanding Opening Day In-service presentation. Your
message to our staff was inspiring and motivational and the perfect
beginning to a new year.

Your ability to communicate the need to look at each child individually and find
their strengths and help them develop to their fullest potential was heard and
appreciated by the staff. Feedback from teachers and principals has been
wonderful and there were many requests for follow up information about
your presentation.

"No one cares how much you know until they know how much you care"
has been posted on walls and doors throughout the district. This has become the
"reminder" of your message and has left a lasting impression.

Thank you for sharing your message in such an inspiring way and helping our
staff become focused on what s important - our students.

Sincerely,

John.  W. Vaughan
Superintendent
Henderson County Schools



Dear Jerry,

What an outstanding presentation you made to our groups! 
A perfect message delivered in an extraordinary way.

Thank you for being such a professional.

Sincerely,

Nido Qubein
President

November 23, 2010




